Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

The Prologue establishes the family feud and outlines the consequences for the two lovers.

e There is fighting between two rival families, which is stopped by the Prince.

e Romeo is unhappy because Rosaline, the object of his affections, doesn’t love him.

e Paris asks Lord Capulet for Juliet’s hand in marriage, but Capulet tells him that she is not ready. Lord Capulet
throws a ball.

e Romeo and his friends crash the Capulet ball with the hopes of seeing Rosaline. This angers Tybalt.

e Romeo and Juliet meet and fall in love at first sight.

Act One
Fights and a Party

e Inthe Capulets’ Garden, Romeo overhears Juliet thinking aloud about how much she likes Romeo but is the
son of her family’s enemy. Romeo talks to her, and they decide to get married.

Romeo asks Friar Lawrence for help — he agrees to marry them.

e Romeo meets Mercutio and Benvolio, and they tease the Nurse who gives a message to Romeo from Juliet
e After the Nurse tells Juliet the plan to marry that afternoon, they get married in secret.

Act Two

A Secret

Marriage
[ ]

e Tybalt kills Mercutio in a fight; in revenge, Romeo kills Tybalt. The Prince exiles Romeo from Verona as
punishment.

R & J spend the night together before R leaves the city.

e Juliet’s parents tell her that she must marry Paris in two days, but she tells them she can’t. during an intense
argument.

Act Three
Deaths
[ ]

e Juliet asks the Friar to help, whose plan involves faking her death.

e Using Friar Lawrence’s potion, Juliet fakes her own death. Friar Lawrence sends Romeo a letter telling him
about the plan and to rescue her from her family tomb.

e Juliet’s family think she’s dead so bury her in the family tomb.

Act Four
Plans and
Potions

e Romeo doesn’t get the Friar’s letter. He believes J to be dead and goes to her tomb to kill himself after
buying some poison.

e Paris sees Romeo going to the tomb, they fight, and Romeo kills Paris. He places Paris’ body in the tomb, lies
next to Juliet and drinks the poison.

e  Friar Lawrence finds out that Romeo didn’t get the letter so goes to the tomb. As he arrives, Juliet wakes up.
Juliet refuses to go with him, and he doesn’t want to get into trouble for Romeo’s death, so the Friar leaves.

e When Juliet realises that Romeo is dead, she kills herself.

e Everyone comes to the tomb, where the Friar has to explain what has happened.

e Grieving, Montague and Capulet realise that their feud has caused the suicides of their children so agree to

Act Five
Unhappy Ending

make peace.
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Key Characters: Key
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Adjective, verb, simile, metaphor, repetition, enjambment, juxtaposition, contrast,
oxymoron, adverb, imperative, imagery, iambic pentameter, blank verse, sonnet,
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Symbolism and Motifs impact of
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and dreams.




