
Language Paper 1: Fiction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4 

Example Question: 
Look again at lines 1-6.  
List four things about 
Harry from this section. 

[4 marks] 
 
 
 
 
 

You should spend no 
longer than five 
minutes answering 
this question. 
 
Make sure that you 
are looking at the 
lines stated in the 
question. 
Try and identify five 
things – it is better 
to have too many 
than not enough! 
Answer using full 
sentences. 
Take your answers 
directly from the 
text, you do not 
need to infer.  

Example Question: 
Look at the extract from 
lines 7-21. 
How does the writer use 
language here to 
present the situation? 

[8 marks] 
 
 
 
 

You should spend no 
longer than ten 
minutes answering 
this question. 
 
Make sure that you 
are looking at the 
lines stated in the 
question. 
Aim to write two 
paragraphs to 
answer this. 
Identify language 
techniques that 
have been used and 
their effect. 
Zoom in on your key 
quotes – say a lot 
about a little. 

Example Question: 
Think about the whole 
source. 
How does the writer 
structure the text to 
interest the reader? 

[12 marks] 

 
 

 
 
You should spend no 
longer than fifteen 
minutes answering 
this question. 
 
Make sure that you 
are looking at the 
whole of the extract. 
Aim to write three 
paragraphs to 
answer this – 
Beginning, middle 
and end. 
Identify structural 
techniques that 
have been used and 
what the impact of 
them is. 
Use quotes. 
 

Example Question: 
Focus on lines 25 to the 
end. 
A reader said, ‘This part 
of the story, where the 
giant arrives, creates 
fear and suspense.’ 
To what extent do you 
agree? 
[20 marks] 
 

You should spend no 
longer than twenty 
minutes answering 
this question. 
 
Make sure that you 
are looking at the 
lines stated in the 
question. 
Aim to write four 
paragraphs to 
answer this. 
Identify techniques 
that have been used 
and consider their 
effect.  
You can agree or 
disagree with the 
statement. 
 

  

This paper is 1 hour 45 minutes long. You will be 
asked to answer five questions based on an 

extract from a piece of fiction. 
The paper is broken into two sections. 
Section A – 4 reading questions – 1 hour 

1. List 4 
2. Explain language techniques 
3. Explain structural techniques 
4. Evaluate a statement 

Section B – Writing – 45 minutes 
5. EITHER write a description OR a story. 

 



 
 
 
 

Ambitious 
Vocabulary: 
• Disturbed 

• Smashed 

• Blazed 

• Swayed 

• Tormented 

• Melancholy 

• Disbelief 

• Callous 

• Vexed 

• Ghastly 

• Repulsive 

• Sweltering 

• Gigantic 

• Magnificent 

• Furious 

• Elated 

• Pessimistic 

• Bitter 

• Appetising 

• Hush 

• Shriek 

• Inaudible 

• Optimistic 

• Alluring 

• Versatile 

• Miniscule 

• Unique 

• Delicious 

• Smashed 

• Outrageous 

• Textured 

Synonyms for 
“this suggests” – 
This connotes… 
This 
emphasises… 
This elucidates… 
This highlights… 
This implies… 
This indicates… 
This 
demonstrates… 
 

Structural Techniques: 
You need to consider why these have been used. 

• Beginning – Consider why the 
writer is displaying information at 
this stage of the text. What 
questions does this information 
prompt for the reader? 

• Middle – How has the text 
progressed from the beginning? 
Why does the writer move the 
text along to this point here? 

• End – Why does the writer want 
the reader to respond to the 
ending in a certain way? Have any 
questions been resolved? 

• Repetition – Using an idea or 
word repeatedly to draw 
attention. 

• Paragraphs – Consider why a 
variety of paragraphs have been 
used. Do they impact the reader’s 
focus? 

• Circular Structure – Using a 
similar idea at the end of the text 
as has appeared at the beginning 
(this could be a character, phrase 
or setting). 

• Tension – A feeling of unease 
created for the reader. 

• Flashback – A glimpse in to the 
past/prior events. 

• Flashforward – A glimpse in to 
the future and events to come. 

 

Language Techniques: 
• Adjective – A describing word. 

The noise was extremely loud. 

• Verb – A doing word. 
The boy ran to the shop. 

• Noun – A person, place, or thing. 
The car drove down the road. 

• Adverb – Describes how something is done. 
The children sat there silently. 

• Simile – Comparing two things using “as” or 
“like”. 
As quiet as a mouse. 

• Metaphor – Saying something is something 
else.  
You are a star. 

• Personification – Giving an object human 
qualities. 
The trees danced in the wind. 

• Pathetic Fallacy – Using the weather to 
represent the mood.  
Rain -> sadness, Thunder -> anger. 

• Onomatopoeia – A sound word. 
Boom, bang, thud. 

• Alliteration – The same letter used at the start 
of words that are next to each other or close 
together. 
Sizzling sausages. 

• Repetition – Saying something more than once. 

• Imperatives – A command. 
Don’t do that. 

• Interrogatives – Using a question. 

• Imagery – Use of descriptive language to create 
a vivid image for the reader. 

• Symbolism – Using objects to represent a 
symbol or allude to something else. 

Question 5 – The Creative Writing Question 
You will be asked to write a description or a story. 

 
Example Question: 
Write a story about the best day of your life OR write a description as 
suggested by the image.  

[40 marks] 
 
You should spend 45 minutes answering this question. 
Ensure that you plan your writing before you begin – this will make 
sure that your thoughts are ordered, and you have a clear structure. 
Include a range of language and structural techniques. 
Ensure that you are using a range of ambitious vocabulary – you don’t 
want your writing to sound boring. 
Aim to write five paragraphs in your piece of creative writing. 
Give yourself time at the end to proof read and edit your work – you 
are marked for your spelling, punctuation, and grammar! 
 


